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G-EO&RAPHICAL  SITUATION,  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

AND  OCCUPATIONS 


The  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  of  Warwick,  almost  in  the  centre  of  England.  The 
northern  and  eastern  hoiondaries  of  the  District  form  part  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Border;  the  Staffordshire  "border  is  on  the 
west.  Neigh'bouring  Warwickshire  local  authorities  are  Nvineaton 
Borou^  and  Meriden  R\iral  District.  Coventry  is  situated  15  miles 
to  the  south  and  Leicester  and  Birmingham  are  each  20  miles  away, 
to  east  and  west  respectively. 

The  interests  of  Atherstone  have  always  "been  agricultural, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufactiaring  are 
the  principal  industries,  whilst  there  are  also  brick,  pipe  and  tile 
works,  engineering  works,  hosiery  and  footwear  factories  and  other 
minor  industries.  There  is  a need  for  new  industries,  and  splendid 
opportunities  exist  for  such  development. 

Means  of  communication  are  good:  passing  throu^  the  town 

are  the  main  road  known  as  Watling  Street,  the  main  London  to  Crewe 
railway  line  and  the  Coventiy  canal;  a "by-pass  (A5)  to  the  north 
of  the  town  was  completed  in  1 963* 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity;  the  town  was  well 
established  in  the  9th  Centxxry  and  entered  in  Domesday  Book  as 
Aderstone.  Indisputa"ble  evidence  of  Roman  association  has  "been 
discovered  from  time  to  time. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


at  31 st  December,  1 970 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  S.Chetwynd, 

Vice-Chairman  : 
Councillor  T.J.V.Bilby* 


Councillors  : 

Mrs.E, E. Blower , Mrs.J.W.Corner,  J*P. , Mrs.E.M.Crook,  Mrs*S,M,DaW,  R.A.Allsop, 
S.A.Allsop,  H. Atkins,  E.Bond,  B.E.M. , J.P*,  C.B.Ford,  E,G-enders,W.G, Gilbert, 

J, Harding,  J.Ison,  J*P,,  R.Mellor,  T.H.Newborough,  P.A.Paintin,  J.P. Rutherford, 
H.S, Sales,  J. Sanders,  J.P*,  R.G, Thompson  (Ex-officio),  B.E.Tunnicliff e, 

C.  H.Vero,  C.H.Watkin, 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Healths 
E.  M.  HUGHES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent: 
R.  A.  MARGOSCHIS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

P.HIBBERT,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

K.  N.  SMITH,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Post  Allocated  - B.  Pi  BOYD,  MiA.PiHili 
(Commenced  February,  1970 

Student  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

MISS  J.  R.  WOODWARD. 

(One  vacancy) 

Clerical  Assistant: 

MRS.  J.  CLAMP. 

Junior  Clerk: 

MRS.  L.  I.  ASSON. 
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ANMIAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALIH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coxmcil  Offices, 
Athens tone, 

October,  1971 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  Ahnual  Report  for  1970  on  the  state  of 
health  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  environmental  circvimstances  of  the  Rural 
District  of  Atherstone,  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Once  again  it  would  appear  that  the  population  of  the  Rural  District 
continues  to  increase.  The  mid-term  estimate  of  pop-ulation  obtained  from 
the  office  of  the  Registrar  G-eneral  indicated  that,  compared  v/ith  19^9, 
there  was  an  increase  of  250  inhabitants,  giving  a total  figure  of  36,950, 

A more  accurate  population  figure  for  the  District  will,  of  course,  be 
obtained  when  the  results  of  the  1971  census  are  published, 

D\iring  the  year  758  births  were  notified,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
20,5,  which  was  higher  than  the  figure  of  16  quoted  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  n\amber  of  deaths  amounted  to  3^3 » and  the  death  rate  of  12,2 

was  sli^tly  higher  than  the  national  rate  of  11,7,  This  fact  is  of  little 

significance  as  the  causes  of  death  were  in  the  main  similar  to  those 
reported  in  previous  years. 

The  days  when  deaths  were  due  to  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases 
are  fortunately  over  but  we  must  be  always  vigilant  to  ensure  that  they  do 
not  return.  With  the  increased  speed  of  modern  travel  there  is  always  the 
possibility  that  one  of  the  diseases  which  were  so  common  in  this  country  in 
the  past  may  be  re-introd\iced. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  no  serious  outbreaks  of  any  of 
the  infectious  diseases  occurred  dxaring  the  year  under  review.  Some  years 
have  passed  since  a case  of  smallpox,  poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  occurred 
in  the  area.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a large  part  of  the  credit  for  this  is 

due  to  hi^  incidence  of  immunisation  and  the  efficacy  of  the  vaccines  which 

are  available  throu^  the  family  doctor  and  child  health  clinics.  The 
demand  for  vaccination  against  measles  (first  introduced  in  I968)  was 
disappointing  and  365  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  trend  was 
noticed  in  the  co\inty  as  a whole  and  efforts  have  and  are  being  made  to 
immiuiise  as  many  susceptible  children  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  my 
next  report,  I will  be  able  to  report  a redioction  in  the  notifications  of 
this  disease. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a vaccine  which  is  effective  against 
Rubella,  or  German  Measles,  was  made  available. 

Rubella  is  generally  a mild  disease  giving  rise  to  slight 
constitutional  upset,  with  a rash  which  subsides  in  2 to  3 days.  It  can 
however  give  rise  to  much  distress  and  suffering  if  it  is  contracted  by 
a pregnant  woman  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  pregnancy.  Here  again 
the  course  of  the  disease  is  mild,  but  the  virus  has  a disastrotis  effect 
on  the  developing  child  resulting  in  the  birth  of  a baby  suffering  from 
one  or  more  congenital  deformities.  These  are  chiefly  blindness,  deaf- 
ness, heart  defects  and  mental  retardation. 

Protection  is  being  offered  to  all  schoolgirls  just  prior  to  their 
thirteenth  birthday  throu^  the  family  doctor  or  school  health  services. 

It  is  hoped  that  all  parents  will  avail  themselves  of  this  service  for 
their  daughters  so  that  the  tragedies  vdiich  occurred  in  the  past  will  be 
prevented  in  the  future. 

The  personal  health  services,  which  are  the  responsibility  of 
Warwickshire  County  Council,  continued  despite  staff  shortages,  to  provide 
the  usual  services  and  even  expanded  many  services,  A full  report  of 
these  appears  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer, 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  service, which  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
elderly  recipients,  continues  to  espand,  I should  like  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  ladies  of  Atherstone  and  district  who  give  so  generously  of  their  time 
in  order  to  turn  out  in  all  kinds  of  weather  to  prepare  and  deliver  the 
meals. 


The  remainder  of  the  report  is  self  explanatory  and  there  is  no 
matter  of  an  adverse  nature  which  I wish  to  draw  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council, 


I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillor  S,Chetwynd,  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support 
during  the  year. 

Appreciation  must  also  be  expressed  for  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  received  from  Iiir. Margos chls.  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
members  of  the  Department,  also  officers  in  other  departments. 


E,M,HUGHES 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS 


•••  •••  #•# 


•##  ••• 


#•#  ••• 


Area  in  acres 

Population,  Census  195'' 

Population,  Census  I96I 

Intercensal  increase  in  population 

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  Cens\is) 

Population  (mid-year  estimate)  1970 

Num'ber  of  inha'bited  houses,  1970  (Apl,1at,1970) 

Density  of  population,  i.e,  number  of  persona 
per  acre,  1970 


• • • • • • 


• • • ♦ • • 


• • • • • 


Number  of  persons  per  dwelling,  1970 


• • • t • • 


• • • • • # 


Rateable  value  of  District,  1970  (Domestic)  ,, 

1970  (ah  premises) 


Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  1970 


# • # • • • 


3^,574 

29,635 

32,577 

2,942 

579 

36,950 

12,2^26 

1.07 

2.97 

£759,150 

£1,332,831 

£5,360 
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PARISH  POPULATION « CMSUS  1961 


Parish 

Acreage 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Ansley  

• • • 

2,950 

1,260 

1 ,202 

2,462 

Ather stone  ... 

94if 

2,713 

2,740 

5,453 

Austrey  •,, 

• • • 

2,125 

154 

145 

299 

Baddesley  Ensor 

• • • 

1,156 

956 

868 

1,824 

Baxterley 

• • • 

901 

212 

210 

422 

Bentley 

• • • 

1,967 

84 

75 

159 

Caldecote  ... 

• # • 

667 

75 

62 

137 

Cordon  ...  ... 

• • • 

2,155 

1,668 

1,573 

3,241 

G-rendon 

• # # 

2,415 

748 

712 

1 ,460 

Hartshill  ... 

• • # 

1,585 

1,313 

1,270 

2,583 

♦Kingsbury  , , . 

• • • 

6,907 

2,908 

2,777 

5,685 

Mancetter  ... 

• • • 

1,607 

1,395 

1,364 

2,759 

Merevale  , , , 

• • # 

890 

38 

50 

88 

Newton  Regis  ... 

# # • 

1,540 

208 

194 

402 

Oldbury  

611 

37 

45 

82 

Polesworth  • . , 

• • • 

4,110 

2,146 

2,095 

4,241 

Seckington  , . . 

• • • 

849 

35 

35 

70 

Shuttington  , , , 

• • • 

1,417 

277 

260 

537 

Totals 

34,574 

16,227 

15,677 

31,904 

* Kingsbury  Parish  at  Census  comprised  1,850  dwellings  in  8,092 
acres.  Annexed  from  Tamworth  R.D.C,  on  1st  April,  19^5,  were 
1,656  dv/ellings  in  6,907  acres.  Assessed  population  stated. 
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PARISH  POLUUTIONS 


COMPARISON  OF  1951  TOTH  1961  CENSUS 


Parish 

Nijmber 

Increased 

Number 

Decreased 

Ansley 

375 

Atherstone 

- 

372 

Austrey 

- 

53 

Baddesley  Ensor 

125 

- 

Baxterley 

88 

Bentley 

- 

25 

Caldecote 

16 

- 

Dordon 

hOB 

G-rendon 

- 

131 

Hartshill 

- 

159 

Kingsbury 

1,78J 

- 

Mancetter 

8!f6 

- 

Merevale 

- 

133 

Nevrbon  Regis 

** 

73 

Oldbury 

6 

Polesworth 

221 

- 

Seckington 

1 

Shuttington 

33 

- 

Totals 

3,895 

953 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  1970 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

^05 

353 

758 

•••  ••• 

389 

335 

724 

Illegitimate  

16 

18 

' 34 

Birth  Rate  ...  ,,,  ,,, 

20.5 

Comparability  Factor 

0.97 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  ••• 

19.9 

Still  Births  

k 

3 

7 

Legitimate ,,, 

if 

3 

7 

Illegitimate  

* 

- 

•••  •••  ••• 

217 

146 

363 

Death  Rate  

9.8 

Correction  Factor  •••  ••• 

1.24 

Corrected  Death  Rate  ... 

12.2 

Infant  Deaths 

(O  weeks  to  12  months)  ••• 

11 

5 

16 

Legitimate 

11 

4 

15 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  • • • 

21 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

(Under  1 month)  •••  ••• 

8 

3 

11 

•••  •••  ••• 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate  

- 

1 

1 

Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths 

(Under  1 week)  

7 

3 

10 

Legitimate  

7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate  

- 

1 

1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  & Deaths  under 

1 WGSk)  •••  •••  ••• 

22 

Maternal  Mortality 

(Including  abortion)  ,,, 
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NUJJBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  YEAR.  1970 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

• • • 

1 

. 

2. 

M6&sX@3  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

- 

1 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity,  etc. 

1 

- 

4* 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . . . 

• • • 

6 

6 

5. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

# • • 

4 

5 

6, 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

• • • 

14 

4 

7. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

• • • 

- 

5 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

• • • 

- 

1 

9. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  . . . 

• » • 

2 

i 

10. 

IiG)ilC3>6inX€t  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

2 

1 1 

11. 

other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ... 

• • • 

9 

10  I 

12. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

• • • 

3 

5 I 

13. 

Other  Endocrine,  etc..  Diseases 

• • • 

2 

2 I 

14. 

•••  •••  ••• 

# • • 

- 

3 j 

15. 

other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc.  ... 

• • • 

1 

* 

i 

16, 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

• • • 

1 

2 

I 

17. 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

2 

2 i 

18. 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ... 

• • • 

6 

6 ! 

19. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

63 

24  I 

20. 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

• • • 

5 

10  I 

21. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

• • • 

25 

31  i 

22. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  .. 

6 

6 ■ 

23. 

Influenza  

• • • 

- 

1 j 

24. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

7 

8 1 

25. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . . . 

• • • 

18 

2 j 

26. 

Asthma  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

1 

**  i 

27. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .. 

5 

28. 

Peptic  Ulcer  

• • • 

1 

1 

29. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

• • • 

3 

1 i 

30. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

• # • 

1 

- 

31. 

Other  Diseases,  G-enito-Urinary  System  . 

2 

- 

32. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

• • • 

1 

2 

33. 

Congenital  Anomalies  

• • # 

5 

4 

34. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Laboxor,  etc. 

• • • 

3 

1 

35. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

• • • 

3 

- 

36. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

• • • 

1 

- 

37. 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ... 

• # # 

11 

3 

38. 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

• • # 

1 

- 

39. 

All  Other  External  Causes  ... 

• • • 

1 

217 

146 

363 

•• 
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BIRTHS 


The  number  of  registered  live  births  for  1970  was  758> 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  20.5  per  1,000  population.  The 
comparability  factor  is  0.97,  making  the  corrected  birth  rate 
19*9  per  1,000  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1970  was  16*0 
per'  1 ,000  pop\ilation. 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  363, 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  9*8  per  1,000  population.  The 
factor  for  correction  is  1.24  and  it  results  in  a standardised 
death  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  population.  The  "correction  factor", 
being  above  unity,  indicates  that  the  Atherstone  District  has  a 
younger,  on  average,  population  than  the  rest  of  the  Country.  The 
corrected  death  rate  is  designed  to  afford  a means  of  comparing 
the  healthiness  of  different  districts  by  accounting  for  the 
irregularities  of  the  distribution  of  the  population  as  regards 
age  and  sex. 

The  1970  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7  per 
1 ,000  population. 

The  diseases  and  conditions  giving  rise  to  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  over  the  last  five  years  are 


Cause  of  Death 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels. 

132 

114 

109 

106 

118 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

75 

44 

60 

53 

55 

Cancer. 

61 

75 

66 

68 

70 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
Emphysema  and  Asthma, 

37 

22 

35 

37 

36 

Violence,  accdients 
and  suicide. 

16 

15 

13 

22 

16 
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II^ANT  DEATHS 


Sixteen  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  during 
1970,  11  were  males  and  5 were  females. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  21  per  1 ,000  related  live  births. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  18, 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

IN  ATHERSTONE 

Average  Five  Years 

Year 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1%3  - 19^7 

20.8 

10.3 

- 1952 

17.5 

9.9 

32.1 

1953  - 1957 

16.7 

10.1 

\ 

28.2  i 

1 

1958  - 1962 

15.7 

10.3 

21.9 

1963  - 1967 

20.6 

10.1 

18.8 

1968 

22.3 

9.5 

16,0 

1969 

21.0 

9.6 

20.0 

1970 

20.5 

9.8 

21  .0 

11 


o 


h 


o 


&RAPH  SHOWING-  28  YEARS  OP  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 
000  POPULATION  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY  PER  1 ,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


INQUESTS,  1970 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No,  of  sudden  deaths  reported 

22 

65 

to  Coroner 

(21) 

{14-) 

(35) 

No,  of  Inquests 

15 

if 

19 

( 2) 

(3) 

( 5) 

No,  of  Post  Mortem  Examinations 

35 

28 

63 

(21) 

(iif) 

(35) 

Certified  cause  of  death 

j (a)  Natural  causes 

I 

30 

18 

48 

(18) 

(12) 

(30) 

(b)  Misadventure 

if 

if 

8 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

( c)  Suicide 

1 

T 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

( d)  Pound  drowned 

1 

1 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

( e)  Accidental 

7 

a* 

7 

(1) 

(-) 

(1) 

(f)  Stillborn 

mt 

(") 

(-) 

(-) 

( g)  Murdered 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Pigiares  in  brackets  show  numbers  and  classifications  in  I969. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  on  page  15  shows  the  mjmber  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  Atherstone 
over  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1970. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  

- 

4 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

- 

6 

6 

M63,S  1©  S •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

203 

162 

365 

Paralytic  

- 

- 

- 

Non-Paralytic  

- 

- 

1 

1 Diphtheria  

- 

- 

1 

I 

Sm&llpox  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery  ..  

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

2 

Infective  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Post  Infectious  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Pneumonia  

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning  

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

M3,1s.X*13*  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  

- 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaimdice  

6 

210 

6 

179 

12 

389 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1961  - 1970 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RE&ISTER 


TABLE  I 


Details 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pul- 

monary 

Non 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non 

Pul- 

monary 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginn- 
ing of  year 

59 

11 

41 

19 

130 

(b)  Number  of  cases 
notified  under 

I Regulations  of  1952 

i for  first  time  in 

I year 

1 

i 

3 

2 

■ 

5 

1 

j 

1 

i 

(c)  Number  of  cases 

restored  to  Register 

- 

i 

1 

1 

. 1 

1 

1 

(d)  Nijmber  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  formal 
notification 

- 

1 

1 

(e)  Niomber  of  cases 

removed  from  Register 
diiring  the  year 

3 

- 

1 

! 

1 

1 

5 

(f)  Number  of  cases 

remaining  on  Register 
at  31st  December, 1970 

59 

(83) 

11 

(19) 

43 

(54) 

18 

(18) 

131 

(174) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  nxAmbers  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  the 
Register  13  years  ago,  when  the  popxilation  was  only  24,630. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  RE&ISTBR 

TABLE  II 


Year 

Cases 

on  Register 

Notifications  each  Year 

Deaths 

Pulm, 

Non- 

Pulm, 

Total 

Pulm* 

Non- 

Pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non- 

Pxilm. 

Total 

1951 

132 

40 

172 

30 

8 

38 

7 

3 

10 

1952 

lit.6 

47 

193 

28 

12 

40 

6 

2 

1955 

160 

50 

210 

24 

8 

32 

4 

1 

1 

5 

195^ 

I 

174 

49 

223 

29 

2 

31 

3 

^ 1 

1955 

158 

45 

203 

5 

23 

2 

- 

i 

2 i 

1956 

149 

43 

192 

11 

3 

14 

1 

5 [ 

1957 

132 

37 

174 

10 

1 

11 

1 

. 

1 1 

\ 

\ 

1958 

134 

38 

172 

9 

4 

13 

3 

- 

1 

3 i 

1 

1959 

128 

28 

156 

13 

1 

14 

2 

- 

\ 

2 I 

1 

! 1960 

! 

119 

26 

145 

11 

3 

14 

2 

1 

3 ^ 

1961 

114 

25 

CD 

139 

12 

12 

- 

1 

“ 1 

I 1962 

104 

25 

129 

9 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 i 

1 1963 

108 

25 

133 

11 

2 

13 

3 

- 

i 

^ i 

1 ^^6hr 

104 

26 

130 

5 

2 

7 

3 

- 

\ 

3 i 

i 

I 1965 

1 

103 

26 

129 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 1 

i 1 966 

98 

27 

125 

5 

2 

7 

2 

- 

2 

1967 

100 

27 

127 

5 

- 

5 

3 

- 

3 

1968 

99 

28 

127 

6 

1 

7 

1 

- 

1 

1 1969 

100 

30 

130 

5 

2 

7 

1 

- 

1 

1 1970 

1 

102 



29 

131 

6 

- 

6 

1 

- 

1 

! 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwick  Hospital,  Coventry,  undertakes  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  samples  of  water,  ice  cream  and  food,  also  in  connection  with  the 
investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  are  frequently  dealt  with  by  the 
Coventry  City  Laboratory  and  occasionally  by  Messrs,  Bostock,  Hill  and 
Rigby,  Public  Analysts,  Birmingham, 


THE  G-ENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  Oeneral  Practitioners  Service  is  administered  by  the 
Warwickshire  Executive  Council;  fifteen  medical  practitioners  have 
surgeries  in  the  district,  and  others  living  outside  have  extended  their 
activities  to  cover  parts  of  the  district. 

There  are  no  general  hospital  services  directly  available  within 
the  district,  but  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities  are  available  at 
the  Nuneaton  and  Tamworth  Hospitals,  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are 
usually  admitted  to  Whitley  Hospital,  Coventry,  and  a small  percentage  of 
cases  requiring  special  treatment  are  admitted  to  Birmingham  hospitals. 

The  bed  accommodation  for  Tuberculosis  patients  is  largely  provided  for 
at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorixm,  near  Warwick,  but  various  other  Sanatoria 
within  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Region  are  also  used. 

The  Warwickshire  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  for  arrangements  for 
Domiciliary  Nursing,  Domestic  Helps,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  the 
care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children,  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After  Care,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  as  laid  down  in  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  With  the  exception  of  the  Ambulance 
Service,  the  day  by  day  administration  of  these  services  is  xmder  the 
control  of  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Rye  Piece,  Bedworth,  The  Ambulance 
Depot  is  at  Watling  Street,  Dordon, 

A General  Purposes  Clinic  is  situated  in  Long  Street,  Atherstone, 
Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics  are  held  in  and  conducted  in  these 
premises  and  sessions  are  held  at  which  the  Speech  Therapist,  Dentist  and 
Eye  Specialist  attend. 

Child  Health  Clinics  are  also  held  in  other  parts  of  the  District, 
particulars  of  which  appear  on  the  following  page. 
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CLINICS  HELD  WITHIN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Child  Health  Clinic, 

Long  Street, 

Atherstone. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

Village  Hall, 

Dordoru 

If  n It 

The  Siirgery, 

Hxn'ley. 

n It  n 

Health  Centre, 

Kingshury, 

It  ti  If 

Village  Hall, 

Newton  Regis, 

91  ff  19 

Memorial  Hall, 

Polesworth, 

n It  It 

Community  Centre, 

Baddesley  Ensor, 

It  II  It 

Youth  Centre, 

Wood  End, 

It  II  • It 

Child  Health  Clinic, 

Long  Street, 

Atherstone, 

* Mother craft  Classes 

Health  Centre, 

Kingshury, 

iii  II  It 

Memorial  Hall, 

Polesworth, 

# It  H 

Child  Health  Clinic, 

Long  Street, 

Atherstone, 

Speech  Therapy 

Child  Health  Clinic, 

Long  Street, 

Atherstone, 

• Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Child  Health  Clinic, 

Long  Street, 

Atherstone, 

* Orthopaedic  Exercises 

* By  Appointment 


AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


PuBlic  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Athens tone. 

Octoher,  197''. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
Atherstone  Rural  District 


of  the 
Council. 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual  Report  which  covers 
the  working  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1970. 

Upon  being  appointed  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  after 
completing  very  nearly  twenty-five  years  service  in  the  Department,  I 
suppose  it  is  only  natural  that  one  of  my  first  reactions  was  to  txirn  over 
in  my  mind  the  policies  and  circumstances  of  to-day  as  compared  with  a 
quarter  of  a centiiry  ago.  The  differences,  of  course,  are  legion  - 
certainly  beyond  more  than  a mere  mention  in  an  Introduction  of  this  nature 
- but  two  subjects  appeared  more  forcefully  than  others;  housing  and 
refuse  collection. 

In  19^6,  when  I came  here,  slum  clearance  was  still  virtually  at  a 
standstill  following  the  war  years,  but,  at  the  hands  of  my  predecessor,  it 
very  soon  got  under  way  again.  The  remaining  '5rards'  in  the  town  of 
Atherstone  were  the  first  to  come  under  Clearance  procedure  ; gradually 
they  disappeared  and,  for  some  time,  left  their  scars,  but  most  have  healed; 
the  new  Memorial  Hall  now  stands  on  a site  once  cluttered  with  houses. 
Gradually  the  clearance  action  spread  throughout  the  Parishes  \intil  virtually 
all  these  very  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  were  eliminated. 

In  the  early  days  of  this  period  this  Department  was  also  responsible 
for  dealing  with  applications  for  Council  houses  and  so  we  saw  all  the  aspects 
of  the  housing  problems;  indeed,  we  still  do,  and  it  is  good  to  be  able  to 
realise  how  very  much  better  housed  are  the  residents  within  the  Rural 
District  to-day  than  they  were  then. 
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As  the  programme  of  clearance  was  coming  to  an  end  so  policy 
started  to  change  and  it  was  realised,  nationally,  that  the  building 
programme  could  never  catch  up  with  the  demand  for  new  houses  unless 
something  was  done  to  save  the  ever  accelerating  decay  of  several 
million  older  homes.  The  start  of  the  saving  came  with  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Home  Improvement  G-rantsj  the  demand  for  G-rants  was 
very  steady  at  first  but  is  now  well  mder  way  and  continually  increas- 
ing, With  the  cost  of  new  houses  as  it  is,  it  is  economical  to  improve, 
to  full  modern  standards,  as  many  of  the  older  homes  as  is  possible  and, 
at  the  same  time,  communities  are  held  together  rather  than  rent  assunder. 

I cannot  help  wondering,  occasionally,  how  many  of  the  houses  we  cleared 
away,  so  enthusiastically  some  years  ago,  might  have  been  left  had  there 
been  the  assistance  available  to  repair  and  improve  them;  I have  to  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  some  of  them  would  still  be  standing.  Within  this 
District  the  policy  of  renovation  and  improvement,  with  &rant  aid,  is 
being  actively  encouraged  and  will,  I hope,  be  in  time  to  provide  a worth- 
while contribution  to  the  housing  stock  for  the  next  quarter  century. 

When  I think  that  twenty-five  years  ago  it  was  possible  to  give  a 
satisfactory  refuse  collection  service  with  a couple  of  side  loading  refuse 
vehicles  and  an  open  lorry,  and  that  all  the  refuse  was  raked  down  the  tip 
by  hand,  I realise  that  sbmething  has  happened  to  refuse  i The  six 
closed  vehicles  now  in  use,  admittedly  for  a rather  larger  area,  are  very 
much  larger  in  order  to  accommodate  the  bulk;  the  change  in  the  character 
of  household  ref\Jise  has  resulted  in  a red\iction  in  wei^t  and  a very  large 
increase  in  bulk.  It  is  still  possible,  with  the  existing  size  of  the 
fleet,  to  operate  a satisfactory  service,  but  it  is  nearing  capacity  and 
the  time  is  not  very  far  away  when  it  will  be  essential  to  do  some 
re-organisation  or  increase  the  size  of  the  fleet  of  lorries. 

The  sudden  death,  on  5th  June,  1970,  of  my  predecessor  Mr, Sydney 
B, Acton,  came  as  a terrible  shock  to  all  members  of  the  Department  staff; 
each  had  always  looked  upon  him  as  a first  class  Officer  and  'Chief, 

Because  of  the  Council’s  prompt  action  in  promoting  myself  and  Mr.P.Hibbert, 
the  initial  re-organisation  was  quickly  attended  to,  but  it  was  not  tmtil 
after  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  staff  was  back  to  full  strength.  On 
taking  office  I felt  immediately  that  I had  the  full  support  of  the  staff 
and  for  this  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation;  also,  to  the  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  particularly  the  Chairman  (Councillor  S.Chetwynd) 
for  support  and  guidance,  especially  at  meetings. 


R.A.MAR&OSCHIS 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSIN& 


Dxaring  the  year  ”Time  and  Place”  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  18  individual  unfit  ho\ises  and  an  Undertaking  was  accepted  in  respect 
of  one  property;  six  Demolition  and  three  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Clearance  Areas  which  were 
declared  in  1970. 


Name  of  Area 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Occupiers 

Birchmoor  (No.l)  C.A, 

4 

17 

The  Table  on  the  following  page  is  made  up  from  four  Quarterly 
Returns  which  were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 


SLUM  CLEARANCE  ; REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31  st  DECEMBER.  1970 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

Hoxises 

Displaced 

Demol- 

during  year 

In  Clearance  Areas, 

ished 

Persons 

Families 

1 • Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

8 

26 

8 

2,  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc. 

- 

- 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957* 

- 

- 

- 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas, 

4*  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Sect,  17(i)  H,A,1957» 

4 

13 

5 

5*  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

- 

— 

6,  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  Local  Acts, 

- 

• 

7,  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders, 

- 

- 

B,  Ul^'IT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

8,  Under  Secs.  16(4),  17(1)  & 35(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957* 

1 

3 

1 

9.  Under  Secs,  17(3)  & 26  Housing  Act, 1957. 

- 

- 

10,  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 

I 18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

- 

- 

1 C,  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMRDTET) 

i 

By  Owner 

By  L.A, 

11,  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

56 

- 

12.  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health 

Acts, 

1 

(b)  Sections  9 & l6  Housing  Act,  1957. 

- 

- 

13*  Under  Section  24  Housing  Act,  1957* 

— 

14«  Under  Section  27  Housing  Act,  1957* 

1 

- 

D.  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEJviPORARY  USE 

Number 

Nvuaber  of 

of  Hses, 

Separate 

Dwellings 

in  Col.d) 

(1) 

(2) 

Position  at  end  of  year 

15*  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation, 

(a)  under  Section  48. 

•• 

(b)  under  Section  17(2). 

(c)  under  Section  46, 

— 

1 6,  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sec. 

34  or  53. 

- 

- 
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DISPLACEMENT  RE&ISTER 


For  families  re-housed  from  condemned  dwellings,  a Displacement 
Register  has  been  kept  since  November,  195^.  This  shows  that  for  the 
ten  years  1956  to  I965  a total  of  574  families  were  rehoused;  figures 
for  the  last  five  years  are 

1966  - 46;  1967  - 66;  1968  - 36;  1969  - 6;  1970  - 14.  Total  168. 

Total  - 1956  to  1970.  742. 

At  the  31st  Ivlarch,  197'1»  there  were  3>787  completed  Council- 
owned  houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  and  a f\irther  55  were  under  construc- 
tion. The  Co\mcil  dwellings  are  in  the  following  Parishes  :- 

Atherstone  1,142;  Ansley  I98;  Austrey  47;  Baddesley  Ensor  280; 

Baxterley  24;  Dordon  155;  Grendon  40;  Hart  shill  235;  Kingsbury  553; 
Mancetter  419;  Newton  Regis  52;  Polesworth  6OI;  and  Shuttington  4I . 

There  are  no  Council-owned  houses  in  the  very  rural  Parishes  of  Bentley, 
Caldecote,  Merevale,  Oldbuiy  and  Seckington. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


There  have  been  no  applications  for*  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
under  the  Rent  Act,  1957»  during  the  past  fovir  years. 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSIN&  ACT.  1959.  1961,  & 1969 


The  administration  of  both  Standard  and  Improvement  G-rants  has  been 
the  responsibility  of  the  Public  Health  Department  since  August,  1969.  The 
following  Table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  and 
Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  in  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cations 

No.  Granted 

Refused 

Withdrawn 

No,  of 
Houses 
Owner- 
Occupied 

No.  of 
Tenanted 
Houses 

Stan- 

dard 

Discret 

-ionary 

1961 

99 

95 

3 

1 

44 

55 

1962 

112 

108 

4 

56 

56 

1963 

120 

111 

8 

1 

65 

55 

1964 

88 

86 

- 

1 

1 

69 

19 

1965 

125 

120 

2 

1 

2 

67 

58 

1966 

114 

109 

2 

2 

1 

63 

51 

1967 

91 

86 

1 

1 

4 

61 

30 

1968 

147 

141 

- 

k 

2 

75 

72  _ 

s. 

s. 

s. 

s. 

1969 

144 

135 

5 

- 

- 

4 

- 

68 

4 

71 

1 

1970 

146 

96 

50 

1 

- 

5 

5 

50 

32 

46 

18 

The  nmber  of  dwellings  improved  during  the  year  with  Grant  aid  was 
as  follows 

Standard  Grants  - 107(108),  of  which  32(29)  had  "excess"  payments;  52  of 
the  houses  were  owner-occupied  and  55  were  tenanted.  The  total  sum  paid  was 
£17,963.  4.  Od,  (£15,986.  16.  5d.),  being  an  average  of  £166,  18,  lOd, 

(£148,  0,  6d, ) per  house. 

Discretionary  Imnrovement  Grants  - Improvements  were  completed,  during  the 
year,  at  1 2 properties,  nine  of  which  were  owner-occupied  and  three  were 
tenanted.  The  total  grant  aid  paid  in  respect  of  these  properties  was 
£7,808.  8,  W. 


The  bracketed  figures  refer  to  1 969. 


- 25  - 


JV> 


VX) 


VC 

ov 

VO 


VD 

8^ 


< 


VD 

CV 

-vj 


ro 


VD 

av 

-v/ 


l\3 

VJl 


VD 

ON 

■-J 


J3^ 


VD 

OV 

■vj 


— i. 

VD 

OV 

\J1 


O 

® 

o 

O (-* 
P P 
<+  4 
® P 
ci- 
H- 
O 
3 


H3 

O 

cf 

P 

H 

P 


P 

H 
CO  H* 

H „ 

a>  P 

* S 


o to 
o o 

1“'  i 

ffi  5 

P Pj 
tr  ffi 
H*  Pj 

Per 

CO 

o 


o 

p _ 

PJ  p 

• rt- 

tr 

eh 

P*  CO 
O ct" 


a 

t?d 

a 

p* 

M 

H 

P 

® 


43 


H* 

P 

cr 

a 

p 

1^ 

p 

o' 


t=0  W 
O 4 
P Pj 
Pj  h* 
0 

to  o 

p 0 
o 
0- 
® 

H 

P 


o 

0- 

p 

►o 

® 

H 

0j 

a 


o 


43 

P 

4 

H* 

P 

0* 

a 

03 


CO  fe; 


ct- 

p 

ct" 

H* 

O 

0 


® 

eh 

0* 

® 

4 

P 

O 

H 

® 


O 

0 

P> 


03 
O 
P 
Pj  CO 

t+ 

4 

® 

® 

c+ 

p 

a 


s 


43 

P 

4 

H* 

P 

0* 

a 

c+ 

0' 

® 

4 

P 

c+ 

O 

§ 


P ® 

€*•  ^ 
H 

H*  CO 
0 c+ 
OfQ  4 
® 
CO  ® 
cl"  c+ 
• 

•»  p 

»=a 

tH4J 

O P 

ig 

p 

CO 

c+ 


rv) 


o 

43 


® 

p 


ro 

Ui 


to 

OV 


OD 

— h 

o 


VJl 


VJl 


VO 

VD 


VD 

00 


o 

ov 


ON 

V^ 


ro 

-"sl 


00 


VJl 

VJl 


VD 

VD 


00 

OV 


to 

VjJ 


IVO 


S>* 

VJl 


ON 

to 


VJl 

o 


VJl 


00 


to 

o 


ON 

VJl 


V>l 


Pj 

H-  S 
0 ffi  o 

^ M 
■4  H-  O 
® 0 4) 
P OQ 
P 


Pi  O 

^ o 

® o 

'P^ 

J|J.  H. 

4 ffi 
OU  Pj 
p 


Pj  Cl- 

^ ® S 
® 0 O 
^1-J  p • 

VJl  (-J  0 

c+  O 
0 ® 4 

on  P* 

P 


to 

VJl 

00 


v^ 


.CfN 

VJl 


VD 


tVJ 

VJl 


V^ 

VJl 


ON 


tV3 

o 


ON 


e o 

® a 

a Pj 

n 

- ffi 
P H 
H 
p H* 

Pj  on 
p p 
4 

p o 

i 

p-tg 

ct" 

H-  O 
CD  0 
P ffi 

" O 

4 


V>l 


VJl 

V>4 


VjJ 

VJl 


v» 


VJl 

->J 


VJl  00 


ON 

o 


ffi 

0 

^p 

0 

ct" 

ffi 

PJ 


- 26  - 


HOUSING  ACTS  1964  & 1969«  DECLABED  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS  AND  GENERAL  IMPROVE&IENT  AREAS 


THE  ATHERSTONE  (SOUTH  No.l)  &ENjSRAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREA 


The  provisions  of  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  which  came  into 
force  dviring  the  latter  part  of  that  year,  provide  powers  for  the  declaration 
of  general  improvement  areas  where  there  are  substantial  numbers  of  pre-war 
hoxises  which,  though  well-built,  may  be  lacking  maintenance  and  modern 
amenities,  and  where  improvement  of  the  environment  would  be  impracticable 
without  the  intervention  of  a public  authority  aided  by  statutory  powers.  In 
such  an  area  individual  property  owners  would  be  encouraged,  by  grants,  to 
improve  their  properties;  measirres  would  be  taken  to  improve  the  environment 
by  providing  play  areas  and  parking  facilities  and  by  landscaping  and  repairing 
or  renewing  old  fences.  Such  work,  undertaken  by  the  Rural  District  Council, 
would  attract  a small  G-overnment  grant. 

At  its  meeting  on  the  23rd  February  the  Coxmcil  declared  its  first 
general  improvement . area  under  the  above  title.  The  area  comprises  about  23^ 
acres,  within  the  town  of  Atherstone,  and  is  bounded  by  South  Street,  Coleshill 
Road,  the  main  railway  line  and  a public  footpath  known  as  Fisher's  Style. 
Within  this  area  are  216  hoiises  of  which  117  are  owner  occupied  and  99  are  let 
on  weekly  tenancies;  90  of  the  total  lack  one  or  more  of  the  standard 
amenities.  The  structure  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  is  generally  sound 
but  if  many  of  them  are  not  improved  they  will,  in  a few  years,  fall  so  far 
short  of  modern  standards  that  it  would  become  necessary  to  consider  schemes 
for  clearance  and  re -development.  If  improvements  can  be  carried  out  to  even 

one-half  of  these  houses,  that  is  to  say  about  one  hxmdred,  and  to  the  general 
environment  of  the  area  as  a whole,  then  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  the 
exercise  can  be  a financial  success,  as  well  as  providing  a much  more  pleasant 
place  in  which  to  live. 

The  first  step  talcen  was  to  set  up  a Working  Party  consisting  of  the 
Chief  Officers  of  the  Council  together  with  representatives  from  the  County 
Planning  Officer,  County  Surveyor  and  the  Department  of  the  Environment;  the 
work  of  this  Party  is  to  investigate  the  possibilities  in  the  area  and  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  Public  Health  Committee.  Their  recommendations 
had  been  adopted,  in  principle,  by  October  ; briefly  the  scheme  covered 
general  environmental  improvements  including  tree  planting;  the  provision 
of  amenity  areas;  provision  of  parking  space,  garages  and  rear  access  to 
certain  properties;  the  closure  of  one  end  of  Terrace  Road  and  Stafford  Street 
and  the  shortening  of  Stratton  Street,  and  the  provision,  by  the  demolition 
of  twelve  houses,  of  a second  access  to  the  area  involving  the  construction 
of  a new  road  from  Coleshill  Road  to  Owen  Street. 

During  the  winter  months  of  1969,  the  staff  of  this  Department  had 
constructed  a scale  model  of  the  area.  This  was  found  to  be  of  very  great 
value  in  explaining  to  both  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  to  members  of 
the  public,  the  suggestions  v^hich  were  being  put  forward;  it  has  the 
advantage  over  maps  and  plans  in  that  it  is  much  more  easy  for  the  layman  to 
\inderstand, and  various  parts  can  be  removed  and  replaced  by  alternatives.  It 
was  not  an  easy  undertaking;  its  main  cost  was  in  time  rather  than  materials 
but  it  has  undoubtedly  been  'worth  its  wei^t  in  gold'. 
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In  order  to  fiOly  acquaint  the  public  with  the  proposals,  an 
exhibition  was  staged  at  the  Miner’s  Welfare  Hall  in  South  Street,  actually 
within  the  area,  lasting  for  a week  in  November,  A number  of  stands  were 
taken  by  local  businessmen  and  contractors  and  the  displays  indicated  what 
can  be  done  in  the  way  of  home  improvements  generally,  A caravan, 
provided  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  was  used  by  this  Department 
and  manned  continually;  here,  the  main  display  piece  was  the  model  of  the 
G-eneral  Improvement  Area  and  the  interest  shown  by  local  residents  was  such 
that,  at  peak  hours,  they  were  queueing  to  see  it  and  hear  a description 
given  by  the  officer  on  duty  at  the  time. 

The  following  week,  whilst  interest  was  at  a peak,  two  public 
meetings  were  held  and  to  lAiiich  all  residents  and  interested  persons  were 
invited;  over  I70  attended.  The  importance  of  co-operation  between 
residents  and  local  authority  was  stressed  and  the  various  suggestions 
explained  with  the  aid  of  the  model.  At  the  end  of  each  meeting  represent- 
atives were  elected,  for  each  street,  to  serve  on  the  Steering  Committee, 

The  Steering  Committee,  comprised  of  Chairman  of  Public  Health, 
Housing  and  Planning  Committees  and  the  residents’  elected  representatives, 
is  the  means  of  liaison  between  the  local  authority  and  the  public;  it  was 
due  to  meet  for  the  first  time  in  January,  1971* 

Whilst  there  is  not  complete  agreement  on  all  the  suggestions  put 
forward  by  the  Working  Party  there  is,  nevertheless,  little  doubt  that  the 
majority  of  the  residents  are  enthusiastic  about  the  scheme  as  a whole. 
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CARAVM  SITES  AJH)  CONTROL  OF  rEVELOPMEMT  ACT. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  aware  of  55  residential  caravans  on 
11  licensed  sites  - 7 of  1 ; 1 of  2;  1 of  5;  1 of  10;  and  one  (Alvecote) 
of  3'!  caravans. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  North  East  Warwickshire  Water  Board,  which  was  established  in 
19o0,  supplies  water  in  13  of  our  18  Parishes. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company  is  the  Statutory  Undertaker 
for  the  Parishes  of  Austrey,  Newton  Regis,  Seckington  and  Shuttington, 
whilst  the  Birmin^am  Corporation  supplies  the  whole  of  the  Parish  of 
Kingsbxory. 

Water  mains  are  extremely  well  distributed  throu^out  all  the 
Parishes;  less  than  100  people  have  to  rely  on  other  means  of  water 
si5)ply. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  regularly  carried  out 
by  the  respective  Water  Undertakers  and  through  this  Department,  Three 
samples  proved  unsatisfactory,  but  satisfactory  results  were  obtained 
following  a programme  of  mains  flushing  in  the  area  concerned. 

Mains  waters  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company 
showed  total  hardness  varying  between  1A8  and  190  parts  per  million,  of 
which  arotond  one-quarter  was  generally  temporary  hardness. 

Eight  samples,  including  four  repeat  samples,  of  well  waters 
sernring  four  isolated  farms  and  cottages  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories  for  bacteriological  examination.  Where  these  samples  showed 
gross  pollution  the  occupiers  were  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  use  for 
drinking  purposes;  mains  water  supplies  are  not  economically  available, 
the  properties  being  so  isolated.  In  one  case  the  water  is  chlorinated  by 
a private  system,  suitable  adjustment  of  the  dosage  provided  a pure  supply. 

SEWERA&E  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Of  the  12,A26  houses  in  the  district  approximately  750  are  not 
connected  to  public  sewers,  they  drain  to  septic  tanks  and  cesspools;  a 
few  discharge  only  waste  water  direct  to  ditches.  Rather  less  than  200 
houses  have  pail  closets  which  are  emptied  weekly  by  a special  vehicle 
operated  by  the  Department;  these  closets  are  gradually  being  replaced  by 
water-closets  but  it  will  be  many  years  before  they  all  disappear. 

Approximately  60  septic  tanks  at  Edge  Hill,  Wood  End,  and  Mancetter 
Road  and  Atherstone  Road,  Hartshill,  will  become  disused  when  projected 
sewerage  schemes  are  completed. 

In  the  report  ' for  19^9  details'  of  the”  existing  sewage  works  in  each 
Parish  were  set  out;  ^ ' these  have  not  materially  altei‘e(i  dui*iftg  the  current 
year. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  & NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION 


The  following  table  shows  the  vehicles  in  use  for  this  service. 


No. 

Makers 

Capacity 

Type 

Date 

Commissioned 

J 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

35  cu,yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

March,  19^5. 

2, 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

35  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

October,  1964*  i 
' 1 

1 

1 

3* 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd, 

20  cu.yd. 

Pakamatic  with 
compression  ram. 

I 

March,  1 966, 

4. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd, 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

August,  1962,  1 

i 

i 

5. 

Shelvoke  & 
Drewry,  Ltd, 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

December,  I96I. 

6. 

Shelvoke  Sz 
Drewry,  Ltd. 

18  cu.yd. 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper 
with  compression 
plate. 

April,  1962, 

(Ex  Tamworth 
B-.D.C.) 

7. 

Karrier 

Motors, 

400  galls. 

Night-soil  collection 
tipping  tank. 

1956. 

All  the  Pakamatics  and  two  of  the  Fore  and  Aft  Tippers  are  used 
throughout  the  working  week,  the  third  Fore  and  Aft  is  used  for  three 
working  days  and  as  required  during  the  remainder  of  the  week.  Collectively, 
the  vehicles  deal  with  an  average  of  over  I50  tons  of  refuse  each  week  and 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  extra  capacity  will  be  required.  During 
the  year  the  last  of  the  Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd.,  10  cu.yd.  side-loaders  was 
finally  disposed  of  for  scrap  at  the  age  of  1A  years.  The  Karrier  ni^t- 
soil  tank,  which  is  used  for  one  day  a week,  is  now  I4  years  old  and  will 
very  soon  require  replacement.  One  10  cwt.  Bedford  van  and  a Morris  5 cwt. 

van  are  also  in  use  in  connection  with  rodent  control  and  general  duties. 
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The  Coimcil  does  not  undertake  cesspit  emptying  in  any  part 
of  the  District.  Several  contractors  are  available  to  carry  out 
the  work  and  they  provide  a satisfactory  service  by  coming  into  the 
district  upon  request. 


No  materials  whatsoever  are  salvaged  from  the  refuse 
collected, 

A Dust  Bin  Hire  Scheme  has  operated  since  19A-9*  About  5^^ 
of  properties  have  hire  bins  at  7s.  6d.  per  annum,  930  (870  in  19^9) 
bins  were  used  in  the  year  for  replacements  and  new  installations. 


The  manual  employees  work  a five  day  week  of  4-0-hours  with 
the  advantage  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness  Benefit  Schemes;  two 
weeks  of  paid  annual  holiday  with  three  extra  days  for  ten  years  of 
service,  and  last,  but  not  least,  a successful  and  original  Bonus 
Incentive  Scheme  which  has  applied  virtually  imaltered  since  1955* 

The  Table  on  page  33  shows  collection  areas;  the  number  of 
premises  in  each  area  from  virhich  refuse  or  night-soil  is  collected; 
the  number  of  times  all  were  cleared  in  1970  and  the  number  of 
employees  serving  each  route. 


In  an  attempt  to  prevent,  or  at  least  reduce,  the  indiscriminant 
dumping  of  rubbish  every  effort  is  made  to  collect  bulky  items  upon 
request;  200  (120  in  19^9)  such  special  collections  of  household  dis- 
cards and  large  items  of  refuse,  which  could  not  be  accommodated  in  the 
compression  vehicles,  were  made  in  the  year. 

In  the  1970-71  fiscal  year  the  cost  of  the  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme 
was  £579*7^.  Since  the  Bonus  Scheme  was  adopted  I5  years  ago,  employees 
have  generally  been  absent  only  when  geniiinely  ill, 

A generally  satisfactory  service  was  given  throu^out  the  year  to 
all  parts  of  the  District, 


During  the  year  two  workmen  left  the  service  and  one  was  dismissed. 

The  work  is  arduous  and  dirty;  often  it  is  insufficiently 
appreciated  by  the  general  public,  with  the  result  that  it  receives  unfair 
criticism,  I loiow  that  the  workmen  involved  are,  generally,  very 
conscientious  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a satisfactory  service  and  wish 
to  record  my  appreciation  of  those  efforts. 
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LITTER  BINS 


In  1960  the  District  was  equipped  with  litter  bins,  of  which  there 
are  now  550.  They  were  emptied,  on  average,  42  times  during  the  year  by 
the  refuse  collectors  who  are  paid  a bonus  of  1^.  per  litter  bin  emptied. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  household  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  disposed  of  at 
the  Comcil’s  refuse  tip  in  Oldbury  Lane,  Oldbury,  The  tip  is  in  an  old 
railway  cutting  which  was  purchased  from  British  Rail  in  1967;  tipping 
was  commenced  in  January  I969  and  tipping  space  for  approximately  two  more 
years  is  available.  However,  the  final  completion  date  will  be  delayed 
considerably  because  the  tip  will  be  closed  temporarily  whilst  two  quarries 
at  Mane et ter,  which  have  been  leased  for  the  purpose,  are  filled. 

All  refuse  is  mechanically  handled  for  final  disposal  in  accord- 
ance with  accepted  methods  of  controlled  tipping,  A considerable  amount 
of  soil  for  cover  is  reclaimed  from  the  banks  of  the  cutting;  c-^ntractors 
wishing  to  dispose  of  suitable  covering  material  are  allowed  to  do  so, 
free  of  charge,  provided  it  is  properly  stock  piled  on  the  completed  area 
of  the  tip. 

One  full-time  employee  works  on  the  refuse  tip  with  a Bristol 
’Taurus’  digger/loader  and  an  old  Bristol  ’Duplex’  bulldozer  is  maintained 
as  a standby  machine, 

A charge  of  from  6s,  Od,  to  20/-d,  per  load,  according  to  vehicle 
size, is  made  at  the  tip  for  receiving  and  disposing  of  loads  of  material 
other  than  house  refiise  or  covering  material. 
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Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  19^9. 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1 967 


The  above  Act  makes  it  the  duty  of  a local  authority  to  remove 
from  any  land  in  the  open  air  or  from  any  other  land  forming  part  of 
a highway  in  their  area  a motor  vehicle  which  appears  to  have  been 
abandoned.  Prior  to  carrying  out  the  above  a notice  is  affixed  to  the 
vehicle  stating  a prescribed  period,  after  which  period  the  vehicle  is 
removed. 

During  the  year  89  (Vf  in  19^9)  vehicles  have  been  removed  by  a 
Contractor,  free  of  cost  to  the  Council, 


INSPECTION  MD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


In  one  form  or  another  food  is  dealt  with  in  approximately  330 
premises  in  the  district  and  from  mobile  shops  and  market  stalls.  The 
majority  of  these  premises  handle  the  retail  sale  of  general  provisions 
but  they  incl\:ide  bakehouses,  catering  establishments,  fish  fryers  and 
licensed  premises;  one  bakehouse  ceased  operation  early  in  the  year 
reducing  the  number  of  small  bakehouses  still  in  use  to  twelve. 

During  routine  inspections  of  the  premises  a nromber  of  infringe- 
ments of  the  various  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  were  found;  an  approach 
to  the  person  responsible  generally  resulted  in  the  necessary  correction 
and,  in  some  cases,  an  improvement. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  general  public  in  respect  of 
7 items  of  food;  if  of  these  complaints  were  as  a result  of  foreign 
matter  and  3 resulted  from  mould  growth.  No  prosecutions  were  taken 
under  either  Section  2 or  8 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Other  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  in  food  shops  during  the 
year  were  : - 

872  tins  vegetable,  milk,  fr\;iit,  fish 

and  soup. 

11  lbs.  tinned  meat. 

35  cooked  meat. 

350  lbs.  biscuits. 

2 pkts.  frozen  foods. 

6 galls,  milk. 

Prosecutions 


Routine  inspection  of  the  Coppice  Transport  Cafe,  Dordon,  revealed 
unsatisfactory  conditions  and  a number  of  infringements  contrary  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations,  ^^60,  Informal  action  ha^'-ing  failed, 
legal  proceedings  were  instituted  and  the  case  against  the  occupiers  of  the 
Coppice  Cafe  was  heard  in  the  Atherstone  Magistrates’  Coiu't  on  7th  August. 
Offences  against  Regulations  5#  6(l);  14(l),  (4)  and  (5);  16(3);  17  and 

23(1)  were  proved  and  the  defendants  fined  £8  upon  each  count. 

At  the  same  court  the  Magistrates  heard  a case  brought  against  a 
butcher  operating  in  the  Warton  area  for  infringements  contrary  to 
Regulations  4 and  I3  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Markets, Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations,  1 966,  The  offences  related  to  the  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  an  Austin  Cambridge  Traveller  car  which  was  being  used  for  the 
delivery  of  food;  the  defendant  was  fined  £5  on  the  first  and  £3  on  the 
second  count. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Since  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  19^0, 
came  into  force  in  19^1,  the  Warwickshire  County  Co\ancil  as  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority,  has  been  responsible  for  the  issuing  of 
Dealers'  Licences#  As  Local  Sanitary  Authority  we  have  certain 
public  health  responsibilities  in  connection  with  milk  supplies. 

The  County  Health  Inspector  informs  me  that  during  1970 
12  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  examination  from 
producers  in  our  Area.  All  gave  negative  results  for  tubercle 
bacilli.  Also  109  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to 
Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests  - all  were  satisfactory. 

63  samples  of  Steiulised  Milk  were  found  to  satisfy  the  T\irbidity 
Test. 


Brucellosis 


During  the  early  part  of  the  year  it  was  discovered  that 
untreated,  but  bottled,  milk  was  being  sold  in  the  District  by  a 
farmer,  whose  premises  were  situated  within  the  district  of  an 
adjoining  Local  Authority,  and  in  contravention  of  a notice  served 
on  him  bv  that  Authority  under  Section  20  of  the  Ii/Iilk  and  Dairies 
(G-eneral)  Regulations,  1959.  The  notice  stated  that  a san5)le  had 

shown  the  milk  to  be  infected  with  brucella  abortis  and  required 
that  the  milk  should  not  be  sold  unless  it  had  been  treated. 

Extensive  inquiries  were  made  in  the  village  of  Caldecote 
but  the  farmer  concerned  had  given  up  his  milk  round  a matter  of 
a fortnight  earlier.  Some  30  people  had  been  at  risk  and  evidence 
of  sale  was  obtained.  The  matter  was  considered  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council  who,  with  some  reluctance,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  support  a prosecution. 


- 36  - 


SUUGHTERHOUSES 


Three  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  the  year  1970.  One 
is  situate  in  the  central  area,  one  in  the  southern  and  one  in  the 
western  part  of  the  District. 

100^0  meat  inspection  has  taken  place  in  Atherstone  since 
” slaughtering  freedom  day"  in  1954;  this  is  in  accordance  with  the 
Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  19^6,  which  were  designed  to 
bring  about  the  full  inspection  of  all  home  killed  meat  before  it 
leaves  a slau^terhouse.  Present  hours  of  slau^ter  enable  the  bulk 
of  meat  inspection  to  be  done  in  office  hours;  overtime,  for  which 
time  in  lieu  is  allowed,  has  to  be  worked  during  Bank  Holiday  periods. 

The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a very  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 


Slaught erhous  es 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

No.1  Central 

410 

6 

710 

1,315 

(-) 

(399) 

(3) 

(705) 

(1,470) 

No.1  South 

46 

52 

204 

(-) 

(50) 

(-) 

(46) 

(221) 

No.1  West 

•• 

1 

mm 

1 

(-) 

(11) 

(>) 

(-) 

(17) 

Totals 

457 

6 

762 

1,520 

(6) 

(917) 

(10) 

(1,869) 

(3.047) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1969. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  f ollovdng  Table  shows  the  number  of  food  animals 
slaughtered  and  inspected  diiring  1970.  Also  the  numbers  of  these 
affected  with  diseases  which  necessitated  condemnation  of  carcases 
or  parts  of  carcases  and  organs  and  the  percentage  diseased.  The 
figures  in  brackets  apply  to  the  year  1 969* 


Details 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  killed 
(all  inspected) 

(6) 

4-57 

(917) 

6 

(10) 

762 

(1,869) 

1,520 

(3,047) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

HVhole  carcases 
condemned. 

(’) 

(3) 

(0 

(3) 

(4) 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

(0 

86 

(209) 

1 

(-) 

38 

ihOk) 

61 

(75) 

Percentage  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

(16.66) 

18,82 

(23.00) 

16.66 

(10.00) 

7.61 

(21.77) 

4.01 

(2.59) 

TUBERCULOSIS 

TiVhole  carcases 
c ondemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

(-) 

(’) 

(-) 

(14) 

(-) 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

- 

- 

0.13 

(0.76) 

- 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

(’) 

5 

(0 

(-) 

(-) 

(’) 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

(-) 

5 

(1) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  Table  shows  the  percentages  of  cows  and  other 
bovines  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  over  the  last  1?  years. 


Year 

Cows 

Percentage  Affected 

Heifers  and  Steers  | 
Percentage  Affected 

1954 

41.5 

19.9 

1955 

23.8 

10.5 

1956 

28.1 

8.9 

1957 

13.2 

6.7 

1958 

17.8 

6.9 

1959 

2.9 

4.0 

1960 

- 

1.2 

1961 

- 

0.01 

1962 

- 

0.04 

1963 

2.2 

0.04 

1962f 

- 

0.04 

1965 

•- 

- 

1966 

- 

- 

1967 

- 

- 

1968 

- 

0.06  1 

1969 

- 

- 

1970 

- 

1 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 


Five  steers  and  heifers  (1  in  1969)  were  found  to  carry  the  larval 
stage  cysts  of  the  tape  worm,  taenia  saginata  of  manj  all  cysts  were 
found  in  the  heart  and  searches  of  other  sites  of  predilection  proved 
negative  in  all  cases.  All  affected  carcases  were  subjected  to  cold 
storage  in  accordance  with  the  specified  time  and  temperatures. 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  prevalence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis 
during  the  last  17  years. 


Years 

Average  Five  Years 

Bovines  Slaughtered 
and  Inspected 
(Excluding  Calves) 

Number  of  Cases 
Cysticercus 
Bovis  Found 

Percentage 

1954  - 1958 

2,222 

3 

0.14 

1959  - 1963 

2,081 

7 

0.33 

1964  - 1968 

2,590 

17 

0.65 

1969 

912 

1 

0.01 

1970 

457 

5 

1.09 
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FRESH  MEAT,  QUANTITY  CONDEI^D,  1970 

Detail 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

DUE  TO  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

- 

8 

3 

22 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Sheep 

- 

1 

1 

22 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

- 

1 

0 

15 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Total 

- 

11 

2 

8 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT 

Condemned  meat  is  taken  away  by  contractor  in  a locked 
container  labelled  "Condemned  Meat"  and  is  processed  into  animal 
foods  or  fertilizer. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  RE&ULATIONS.  1965 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1 st  October,  1963* 
The  Council  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  allowed,  viz 

2s.  6d.  per  horse  or  bovine  other  than  a calf;  9d.  for  each  calf 
or  pig;  6d.  for  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goat. 

The  total  charges  levied  on  the  slau^terhouse  owners  for 
the  year  1970  amounted  to  £123.  9s.  Od.  which  was  paid  into  the 
general  rate  fund. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  AKEMALS  ACTS.  1933-54 


Fifteen  slaughtermen's  licences  were  issued  in  1970. 


FACTORIES 


The  increase  in  the  niunher  of  factories  on  the  register,  from 
85  at  the  beginning  to  112  at  the  end  of  the  year,  indicates  some 
increase  in  light  engineering,  etc.,  in  the  area  and  reflects  the 
Council’s  efforts  to  attract  industry.  Over  the  last  two  decades 
there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  hat  factories  in  the  town 
of  Atherstone  and  a corresponding  reduction  in  the  labour  required  by 
that  trade;  in  this  period,  much  of  the  available  labour  has  been 
taken  up  by  the  motor  ind\zstry  in  nearby  Coventry,  However,  with 
this  gradual  return  of  li^t  industry  more  jobs  have  become  available 
in  the  district  as  a whole;  knitting,  the  manufacture  of  shoes  and 
of  abrasives  for  the  motor  industry  have  all  increased  d\aring  the  last 
two  decades. 

This  Department’s  responsibility  in  factories  is  limited  so 
far  as  the  Factories  Acts  are  concerned  but  visits  are  also  made  \inder 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  Clean  Air  Acts  and  the 
Noise  Abatement  Act,  as  and  when  the  legislation  applies. 

The  few  outworkers  remaining  in  the  District  are  employed 
chiefly  by  hat,  shoe  and  clothing  manufacturers. 

The  Table  below  shows  the  niAmber  of  inspections  made. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

i 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority, 

112 

35 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Sec,  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority, 
(Excluding  out- 
workers’ premises). 

35 

3 

- 

- 

Totals 

147 

38 

- 

- 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  MD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

The  number  of  visits  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
during  1970  was  considerably  reduced  as  a result  of  a teii5)orary 
reduction  in  inspectorate  available.  Nevertheless,  all  newly 
registered  premises  received  a complete  inspection.  General 
inspections  were  carried  out  at  the  same  time  as  visits  made  to 
premises  in  connection  with  other  legislation. 

In  previous  reports  reference  has  been  made  to  the  very  low 
number  of  accidents  reported  to  this  Authority;  with  only  two 
accidents  reported  during  1970  one  can  only  reiterate  the  feeling 
that  a number  of  accidents  must  go  unnotified.  Every  opportunity  is 
taken  during  visits  to  premises  to  which  the  Act  applies  to  remind  the 
management  of  their  obligation  in  this  matter;  this  action  is  further 
supported  by  every  accident  which  is  notified  being  thoroxighly 
investigated,  no  matter  how  trivial. 


Statistics  of  Registers  and  contraventions  are  shown  on  pages  43 
and  44. 
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OFFICES.  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1965 


TABLE  I 

KE&ISTRATION  & GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

I 

Number  of  prem- 
ises registered 
during  the 
year. 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion d\u*ing  the 
year. 

Offices 

2 

¥) 

6 

Retail  Shops 

2 

136 

25 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

2 

10 

4 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to 
public.  Canteens 

1 

25 

15 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

3 

2 

Totals 

9 

214 

52 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  under 

the  Act  - 73* 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT«  1961 


The  year  was  free  from  any  serious  noise  problem.  Two  complaints 
were  received  regarding  industrial  noise;  one  arose  from  a riveting 
process  being  carried  out  at  night  in  a factory  adjacent  to  a fairly  new 
ho\;ising  estate  and  the  other  was  caused  by  the  early  morning  loading  of 
lorries  on  a transport  depot  forecourt.  Following  an  approach  to  the 
firms  concerned  each  was  satisfactorily  resolved. 

Racing  activities  at  Bodymoor  Heath  continued  throu^out  the  summer 
months,  on  alternate  Sundays,  under  the  control  of  the  Midlands  Hydroplane 
Club.  A complaint  was  received  in  respect  of  the  noise  but  it  was  evident 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  their  rule  regarding  noise  made  by  individual 
boats  was  being  satisfied. 


COLLIERY  SPOIL  BANKS 

The  Baddesley  Colliery  Spoil  Bank,  which  was  commenced  in  1955» 
was  well^aintained  and  kept  free  from  nvdsance  throughout  1970.  The 
layering  and  consolidation  of  the  spoil  has  proved  successful  and  the 
internal  heat  and  fire  is  not  superficially  evident. 

There  is  oioly  one  other  coal  mine  in  our  District  (Birch  Coppice), 
which  has  a burning  spoil  bank  in  current  use.  it  is  so  situate  that 
nuisance  to  residents  does  not  occur. 
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AIR  POLLUTION  MD  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Industrial  Pollution 

Casual  observation  on  the  several  factory  chimneys  in  the  tovm 
of  Ather stone  indicated  that,  in  two  cases,  offences  were  occurring 
contrary  to  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Period)  Regulations,  1958*  Con- 
sequently, a series  of  timed  observations  was  carried  out  on  each  of  the 
two  offending  chimneys* 

In  one  case  13  timed  observations  were  made  between  1 6th  Sept- 
ember and  29th  October;  the  observations  totalled  83O  minutes.  Dark 
smoke  was  emitted  for  40^  of  the  observed  time  and  included  25  infringe- 
ments. After  consultations  the  Company  was  warned  that  any  further 
infringements  would  lead  to  prosecution. 

The  observations  on  the  other  chimney  also  confirmed  that  serioiis 
infringements  were  occurring.  The  Company  concerned  had  already  been 
warned  but  after  further  consideration  the  Public  Health  Committee 
recommended  a final  warning  that  further  offences  would  lead  to  prosecution; 
this  action  was  confirmed  by  Council  on  14th  December. 

During  the  year  a Liaison  Committee  was  set  up  to  examine  the 
progress  made  in  clearing  the  Tame  Valley  of  smoke  pollution;  the  valley 
is  principally  in  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Tamworth  but  runs  along  the 
north-western  boundary  of  this  District.  The  Liaison  Committee  comprises 
representatives  of  local  firms  (some  situate  in  this  District),  H.M, Alkali 
Inspector,  a body  known  as  the  Tame  Valley  Action  G-roup,  Tamworth  Borough 
and  Atherstone  Rural  District  Councils. 


Prior  Approval  and  Chimney  Heights 

Two  notifications  were  received  of  intention  to  install  new  boiler 
equipment.  Both  the  notifications  included  ap;plication  for  prior  approval 
under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  each  was  granted  without  modification. 
The  applications  also  related  to  chimney  heights  and  each  case  was  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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Measxirement 


The  measurement  of  air  pollution,  in  collaboration  with  the 
Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Technology's 
laboratory  at  Warren  Springs  was  continued  throu^out  the  year# 

The  instruments  in  regxilar  use  are  three  daily  volumetric 
instiniments,  all  being  the  eight  port  type,  and  one  deposit  gauge  at 
Atherstone,  The  Table  I follovdng  gives  results  from  the  deposit 
gauge,  whilst  figures  1 and  2 on  pages  if8  and  kS  give  the  results 
obtained  from  the  daily  volumetric  instrument  at  the  Council  Offices. 


TABLE  I 


Month 

Deposit  Gauge 

Total  Deposit  in 

m^m27da.v 

Ather- 

County  1 

i 

stone 

Average  ; 

j 

) 

> 

January 

224 

171 

February 

138 

202 

March 

226 

200 

April 

186 

224 

May 

264 

182 

June 

156 

218 

July 

114 

174 

August 

175 

273 

September 

157 

179 

October 

109 

212 

November 

194 

190 

December 

42 

159 
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FIG.  1 . SMOKE  MEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar,  Apr.  May,  Jun,  Jul,  Aug,  Sep,  Oct,  Nov,  Dec,  Jan,  Feb 

1969  1970  1971 


FI&.  2.  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  JffiASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT 

IN  MICRO&RAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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Nov.  Dec.  Jail.  Feb.  Mar,  Apr.  May  Jun,  Jr.l.  Aug.  Sep,  Oct,  Nov,  Dec,  Jan,  Feb 

1969  ^970  1971 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  where  offensive  trades 
are  carried  on. 


CANAL  BOATS 


Occasional  visits  are  paid  to  the  docks  and  wharves. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


Contract  Rodent  Control  commenced  on  the  1st  January,  1957* 

At  the  end  of  1970,  the  value  of  Annual  Contracts  held  was 
£939;  Contracts  to  the  value  of  £881  were  immediately  renewed  for  the 
year  1971.  All  Contracts  are  made  to  expire  on  the  31st  December 
each  year. 

All  contract-holding  premises  are  visited  once  each  month 
after  an  initial  extermination  of  rats  and  from  5 to  25  protected 
Warfarin  baiting  points  are  maintained  at  all  premises. 

All  sewage  works,  refxrse  tips  and  Council  Depots  are  dealt 
with  on  a Contract  basis.  We  contract  to  the  North  East  Warwickshire 
Water  Board  to  keep  their  pumping  station  areas,  depots  and  service 
reservoir  grounds  free  from  infestations,  and  similarly  to  the  National 
Coal  Board  in  respect  of  six  collieries  and  a large  workshop. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  eqxiipped  with  a 10  cwt,  van, 
tools  and  materials.  His  diligent  work  is  encouraged  by  giving  him  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  form  of  a 5^  bonus  on  the  value  of  all 
contracts  held  at  the  14th  December  in  each  year. 

The  cost  of  the  Rodent  Control  Service,  excluding  administration, 
is  in  the  region  of  £1,750  per  annum  but,  because  of  income,  only  about 
£800  per  annum  is  a direct  rate  charge. 
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325  (226  in  I969)  complaints  of  infestations  were  received 
in  the  year,  51  were  of  mice;  "being  45  at  dwelling-houses,  1 at 
a factory,  2 at  schools,  and  3 at  public  houses.  All  the  reported 
274  infestations  of  rats  were  of  a minor  character;  230  were  at 
dwelling-houses,  4 at  farms,  11  at  factories,  6 at  shops,  4 at 
schools,  5 at  collieries,  1 at  a cattle  market,  3 at  police  stations, 
1 at  a sewage  works  and  9 at  public  houses. 

Contract  terms  are  offered  for  farms  and  places  of  business, 
or  exterminations  carried  out  at  cost  plus  20^^  establishment  charges, 
but  dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  cost. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Seven  licenses  are  granted.  The  premises  are  kept  in 
satisfactory  condition. 


ANIMAL  BQARDIM&  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT.  1963 
Five  premises  are  registered  under  the  provision  of  this  Act, 
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